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Northampton County Judge and District Attorney  
Set to Illegally Re-incarcerate Man Following Sentencing Scandal 

Northampton County officials are attempting to unlawfully imprison Tahir Sutton—after initially 
acknowledging his right to release. 

After serving over a decade in prison Tahir Sutton, 29, was set to be released in January 2024 
only to discover an old Northampton County sentence that expired in 2021 had been secretly 
and illegally extended to 2032. Represented by Elliott Love, Esq. and Liberation Law Institute, 
Tahir was finally released following a February 14, 2024 hearing — where prosecutors raised no 
objections, and the judge correctly acknowledged Tahir’s sentence had ended in 2021. 

Now, in a shocking reversal a year later, and without any legal authority, Judge Brian Panella, 
following a demand from Northampton County District Attorney Stephen Baratta, has ordered 
Tahir back into prison to serve the illegally changed sentence. 

This blatant abuse of power raises serious concerns about judicial misconduct, corruption, and 
systemic constitutional violations in Northampton County. 
• How could this take place with no oversight or accountability? 
• How many others have been subjected to illegally altered sentences? 
• Is this retaliation for Tahir Sutton’s planned litigation against Northampton County? 

Notably, Tahir’s life since release has been everything the public asks of individuals returning 
from incarceration. Despite being continually incarcerated from ages 17 to 28, Tahir has worked 
hard to finally start his adult life. He has secured a job earning over $50,000/year and is 
preparing to buy his first home. All things this judge and DA seek to take from him. 

🚨  HEARING ALERT: Wednesday February 5, 2025 @ 8:30 am 🚨   
ADDRESS: Northampton County Court of Common Pleas 

669 Washington Street, Easton, PA 18042 

On Wednesday February 5th at 8:30am, Judge Panella will decide whether to send Tahir to 
prison while he appeals the judge’s illegal order — or let him remain free during the appeal.  

The public must be present to observe, document, and hold officials accountable. 
LET THEM KNOW WE ARE WATCHING 

Questions?: Liberation Law Institute | (484) 246-5323 | elliott@liberation.law


