I wanted to share information about an exciting Conference that will be taking place at Lehigh University and in Bethlehem April 20-22.   I wanted to let you know that there will be numerous sessions related to prisons and Mass Incarceration on Saturday, April 21.   Please see below for these specific listings.

A complete list of workshop sessions for the  Our (Digital) Humanity: Storytelling, Media Organizing and Social Justice  Conference  can be found  here.   You can request a scholarship when you  register.

Children attend the Our (Digital) Humanity Conference for  free  and  while there are conferences sessions geared towards children and youth in the  Digital Futures Track, you can also leave your child with on-site supervision at the  Kid ‘s Zone  anytime from  8:30am-5:30pm on Saturday, April 21  and  8:45am-12:30pm on Sunday, April 22.    
In addition to workshops and panels there will be two events that are  free and open to the public.

Friday, April 20, 9:00-11:00pm:  Hip-hop show  featuring Rebel Diaz plus A.D. Carson and Basement 
Poetry
Fowler Blast Furnace Room at Steel Stacks
101 Founders Way, Bethlehem, Pa.

Saturday, April 21, 7:15-9:15,    
Keynote:
STORYTELLING AND MEDIA ORGANIZING FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE WITH Juan Gonzalez (from Democracy Now!), Sujatha Fernandes and Suzanne Snider
Broughal Middle School- Brodhead & Morton, Bethlehem, Pa.

I hope to see you there!   Please don't forget to register.

Thanks,
Cory Fischer-Hoffman

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sessions related to Mass Incarceration/Prisons at the Our (Digital) Humanity: Storytelling, Media Organizing & Social Justice Conference

Saturday, April 21, 2018  

10:30-12:00 PM  
Free Young Blood: The Impact of Mass Incarceration on Black Males in America  
Film Screening/Performance Documentary Storymaking Track STEPS 101  

Bobby Marvin Holmes, Son of a Dream, Founder The film, "Free Young Blood Combating the Mass Incarceration of Black Males," seeks to explore how the criminal justice system perpetuates policies and practices that disproportionately impact Black men. Filmmaker Bobby Marvin Holmes will facilitate a discussion on ways the criminal justice system marginalizes people of color. Participants will gain more insight into ways to identify and address racial disparities within the criminal justice system  

1:30-3:00 PM  
Storytelling and Movement Building: Collaborative Mediamaking Across Prison Walls  
Panel with Discussion Documentary Storymaking Track STEPS 101  
Mike Lyons. co-Founder, The Redemption Project and assistant professor, Communication studies, Saint Joseph's University  
Layne Mullett, co-founder LifeLlines: Voices Against the Other Death Penalty  
Emily Abendroth, co-founder: LifeLines: Voices Against the Other Death Penalty  
John Pace, co-founder The Redemption Project Kempis Songster, co-founder, The Redemption Project  
AbdAllah Lateef, co-founder, The Redemption Project  

This session focuses on bringing the voices of incarcerated men and women into the public sphere to help disrupt mainstream media narratives of incarceration, violence, and the criminal legal system. The creators of two multimedia projects from Philadelphia  – LifeLines: Voices Against the Other Death Penalty and The Redemption Project -- will present examples of their work and discuss the importance of inside voices and organizing strategies in the movement to end mass incarceration. The panel will feature formerly incarcerated people who participated in the projects while inside, as well as the projects ‘ creators and co-collaborators on the outside. Attendees will leave with an understanding of the power of individual stories to affect change, and the logistical and ethical challenges of collaborative efforts across the prison walls.  

3:00-3:45 PM  
How Are We Free  

The Redemption Project A visual art exhibit that explores the nature of freedom and confinement through creative collaboration between people who have been sentenced to die in prison and visual artists outside the prison walls. Visual economies and regimes of power have been massively employed by the state and the media in order to criminalize people. This exhibit interrupts those regimes and instead invites viewers to investigate what actually creates conditions for safety, healing, justice, transformation, and liberation  

3:45-5:15 PM  
Narratives in Confinement  
*Please be advised that this session may deal with themes of violence*
  Panel with Discussion/Hands-On Component Digital Scholarship Track Maginnes 102  

"To Achieve the Breakdown of Prisons:" Narrative Hegemonies and Transgressions to Carceral Logics in Texas  
aems (they/them); Inside Books Project; project archivist  

This presentation explores how censorship of certain materials by the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) points to the elision of physical bodies- particularly Black, brown, queer, crip, indigenous and trans- in the carceral state. I will unpack how censorship is enacted in TX and how incarcerated folks provide a counter-talk to this violence with their own narrative materials, chronicling both the mundane realities of incarceration and horizons of abolition. I will engage with some of these materials on the Omeka digital archive I'm building, and hope to have a conversation around uses and limitations of digital tools for chronicling narratives around carceral violence. Folks will ideally consider how community-based and university affiliated archivists can be in solidarity with incarcerated people to resist silencing, disposability, and annihilation. American Prison Writing Archive  

Doran Larson, Hamilton College, Wolcott-Bartlett Professor of Literature & Creative Writing Janet T. Simons, Hamilton College, Director of the Digital Humanities Initiative  

This session questions what happens when people sit together, in the common task of transcribing essays by incarcerated people (IP)  – who have no internet and rare computer access – and then discuss the experience of translating IP ‘s writing into a searchable digital form? The session will guide participants in choosing scanned, handwritten essays from The American Prison Writing Archive (the largest prisonwitness archive in existence), and then transcribing these essays (in whole or in part) into texts that can be searched by author state, ethnicity, religion, etc., as well as key words and phrases. Participants will come away with, first, the experience of having subordinated their hands to the writing of people experiencing incarceration in the US today (a step away from the hostile, pitying, or patronizing attitudes we typically assume toward IP); second, they will have made a concrete, hands-on contribution to expanding the number of range of essays available to APWA users with specific interests that can only be filled by faceted searches; third, they will have had the opportunity to speak to one another about this experience as one that literally frees the voices of incarcerated people for reception by a global public. Finally, participants will leave with the means to arrange transcription sessions at their home campuses, community centers, or wherever else they feel that visitors might benefit from this real-time, on-line experience -possibly leading to the creation of regional sites for essay solicitation and intake. 

